
Sarett 
Nature 
Center

“A permanent sanctuary for    
wildlife;  a place where native 
trees, shrubs, and wildflowers 
would be protected;  and an      

outdoor environmental facility.” 
Elizabeth Upton Vawter 

(Founder, 1964) 



A permanent sanctuary for wildlife,
     Sarett is a unique nature center, located in 
southwestern Michigan's Berrien County. Since its 
beginning in 1963 with Mrs. Elizabeth Upton Vawter’s 
acquisition of 130 acres, Sarett has grown exponentially 
in acreage, trail miles, membership,  programs offered 
and number of school children reached. 
     We have over eight miles of trails running along 
the Paw Paw river bluffs, through diverse forests, in 
a restored prairie, boardwalks through the wetlands 
and observation platforms in the floodplains. While 
these miles of trails, and now 1,000 acres, help us 
immerse ourselves in native ecosystems, the primary 
goal at Sarett Nature Center is to provide quality 
environmental education for our community.

What is Sarett?

     Each year over 25,000 students ranging in age 
from preschoolers through adults attend programs 
at Sarett. What started in the beginning of Sarett as 
a handful of programs, has turned into now offering 
over forty different educational programs to allow kids 
unique hands-on experiences with nature. In the past 
few years, Sarett has added a butterfly house,  outdoor 
nature playground and countless other improvements 
to ensure visitors gain knowledge and appreciation for 
the spectacular natural world we call home. 



A permanent sanctuary for wildlife,

     Sarett Nature Center is home to hundreds 
of species of wildlife, both inside the Nature 
Center and out. We have several different 
habitats throughout Sarett’s property which 
provide homes to many different types of native 
species, and inside the Nature Center, you will 
also find over twenty species of animals to view 
up-close! With the addition of the butterfly 
house in 2011, visitors can now walk-through 
a native plant garden, home to thousands of 
butterflies in the summer. Sarett is also a great 
destination for birders, where you can find many 
of the 300 species found in Berrien county!



     a place where native trees, shrubs,                                                                     
   and wildflowers would be protected,

    Sarett is not only a protected home for 
fauna, but native flora as well.  With pine 
forests, wetlands, prarie, and numerous 
other environments, Sarett provides plants 
and animals with the habitats they need to 
prosper. 
     Our wetlands are composed of wet 
forests, cattail marshes, shrub carrs, and even 
a unique alkaline wetland called a fen, and 
can be viewed by walking on our miles of 
boardwalk without getting your feet wet!            
     While Sarett started at only 163 acres, 
the addition of land almost every year 
has allowed us to protect vital habitat for 
southwest Michigan and species that call 
it home, such as the endangered Mitchell’s 
satyr butterfly.  In the spring and fall, you 
can view many different native wildflower 
species along the trails or walk out on the 
tower and see what it is like to be in the 
canopy of the forest! 



  and an outdoor environmental facility  
    Each year over 25,000 kids of all ages 
visit Sarett Nature Center to learn about 
and explore the natural world around them. 
Whether it is learning how to cross-country 
ski or showshow in the winter, traveling in 
the voyageur canoe on Paw Paw Lake or 
getting covered head to toe in mud during 
our Muckin’ in the Marsh program in the 
summer, there is always an exciting program 
happening at Sarett.  
     Local school systems make use of our 
environmental education classes like pond 
studies, maple sugaring, dune and river 
exploration, natural communities, and 
winter ecology as a part of their curriculum.  
We also offer traveling naturalist programs, 
classes for home school children and 
weekend programs ranging from creating 
birdhouses in the woodshop to visiting a 
local natural areas. Our goal is to provide 
quality outdoor education in exciting and 
interesting ways for all ages!



50 years at Sarett  

1963- Mrs. Elizabeth 
Upton Vawter acquires 

130 acres

2008- New addition on
 building finished

2014- Dianne Braybrook 
becomes director, 

acerage totals 1,200

1993- Mrs. Edalene Brown 
bought and donated the 

“Brown Sanctuary”

1971- Chuck Nelson 
hired, first 

membership drive

1999- Bungalow property with 40 
acres purchased, acerage total at 962

1991 - Voyageur canoes 
purchased, 38 acres added 
across Benton Center road 

1983- 37.2 acres added across 
the Paw Paw River

1970- Nature Center 
building dedicated, 
first school groups 

1981- Purchased the 
Meyer Farm Unit, “The 

Farmhouse”

1977- “Lab” building 
built, acerage total at 

296.5 

1992- Sarett becomes 
incorporated

2014

2014- Nature play 
area built

Next 50 years!

1963

2014



Sarett’s 
Growth and 
Expansion 

1964 
• 130 acres of land

• 63 members 
• 2,200 square foot building 

• 1 mile of nature trail
• 1,300 school children

• 2 staff members

2014
• 1,200 acres of land
• 3,500+ members 

• 9,240 square foot building 
• 8 miles of nature trail
• 25,000 school children
• 12 staff members and 
countless volunteers

Sarett staff (from left to right)
Rob Pearce, Matt Hayes, Mike Mahler, 

Ben Venner, Chuck Nelson, Dianne 
Braybrook, Kathy Nelson, Mindy 

Walker, Emily Hardke, Eileen Carlson

 In addition, expanded programs 
and features include:

- Voyageur canoe program
- Domestic and international travel 

programs
- Adult and senior nature classes

- Treetop tower
- Butterfly house

- Construction of a new building 



   Sarett’s operations continue to be supported by:

•  Annual membership dues
• Gift shop proceeds 

• Activity and class fees
• Gifts and contributions from donors

• Grants
• Travel programs

• Fundraisers, including the Barn Party,                                                                                           
Country Fair,  Trivia Night, Spring Stampede, and Concerts 

    Celebrate the last 50 
             and support the next 50

Carol Johnson
Dale Park

Dr. John Rippon
Ted Kuball

Dr. John Sharon
Mary Adams

Joanne Muldoon

Robert Schodorf
Anne Odden
Tom Lahvic

Marty Rollinger
Charles LaSata

Jay Latham
Nina Binger

Martin Goldrick

Linda Wendholt
Ed Wendholt
Diana Kamp

Shirley Kerlikowske
Jan Osborn

Chris Glendening
Gene Maddock

Board of Directors 

Sarett’s Investment Committee supervises the investment of the endowment funds, continuing to 
abide by a Board established and endorsed investment plan. This plan requires the funds be invested in 
conservative, income-generating accounts with the principal that anchors the endowment remaining 
untouched. Only a portion of the interest is available for the Nature Center’s operational expenses, 

assuring the funds will grow over time. 

Endowment Income is Vital for Sarett’s Survival and Success

  To maintain Sarett’s current and future programming, it is vitally important    
to increase the endowment fund, for the purpose of providing a stable and       

permanent source of income. 



Endowment Income is Vital for Sarett’s Survival and Success

    

  Dear Friends of Sarett, 

  This year we are celebrating
  a milestone - Sarett’s 50th 
  anniversary of operation! 
       And, we are honoring our recently 
  retired and legedary director, Chuck 
  Nelson, for his outstanding leadership.
  Our board of directors asked him what a nice retirement gift might       
  be. In typical Chuck Nelson fashion, he said, “contributions to the       
  Sarett Endowment Fund, so we can continue to offer high quality      
  programs for all ages who love nature.”
 
     We agreed with Chuck. He has guided Sarett for 43 years and      
  deserves to be assured the Nature Center will thrive long after his   
  retirement. We couldn’t think of a better way to honor an individual,     
  who has meant so much to the success of Sarett, than to create the   
  lasting honor of an endowment fund in his name. 

     Gifts to the Charles H. Nelson Endowment Fund will celebrate    
  Chuck Nelson and provide consistent funding for our next 50 years! 

     The collective impact from steadfast supporters like you allow 
  visitors of all ages to appreciate and enjoy the wonders of the natural   
  world at Sarett! 

Diana Kamp and Dr. John Sharon
Endowment Fund Drive Co-Chairs



    

  Dear Friends of Sarett, 

    Sarett is 50 years old! In 1964, Elizabeth 
 Upton Vawter, Sarett Nature Center 
 Founder, realized the value of a community
 nature center and purchased the original
 160 acres and created the first interpretive 
 building. 

     Now, Sarett is a 1,200 acre wildlife sanctuary with a beautiful, 
spacious interpretive building, eight miles of trails and a full yearly 
schedule of naturalist-led hikes, tours and programs. Sarett’s 
environmental education programs continue to serve over 25,000 
children and adults each year. 

     We are excited to move into the next 50 years! Sarett’s creative 
and innovative staff strive to bring a connection between visitors and 
nature. Watch our progress as we add new trails and towers, new 
programming to stay current with school curriculum guides, and an 
outdoor learning zone. The butterfly house is also a great addition, 
bringing new visitors from surrounding communities and providing a 
wonderful educational opportunity to connect people and nature. 
     
     We would love to see you at Sarett enjoying the walking trails or 
participating in one of our many programs. Thank you for all your 
tremendous support over the years. 

Dianne Braybrook
Director, Sarett Nature Center 



               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
       

10 ways to support Sarett! 
1. Become a member

2. Buy a brick
3. Volunteer

4. Come to a weekend program
5. Take a trip with us

6. “Adopt” an animal
7. Come to a fundraiser 

8. Spread the word: Tell people about 
    us in conversation or via Facebook

9. Make a donation
10. Donate to Sarett’s Endowment Fund!

10 things to do at Sarett! 
1. See an owl

2. Walk out on the Tree Top Tower
3. Bird watch at our feeders

4. Go for a hike
5. Visit the butterfly house in the summer

6. Talk to a naturalist
7. Cross-country ski or snowshoe in the winter

8. Attend a class
9. Pet a snake 

  10. Learn about nature!



               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
       

Come visit us!   
Building Open:  

  Tuesday-Friday   9:00 am - 5:00 pm
               Saturday   10:00 am - 5:00 pm

                Sunday   1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Closed Monday

Our trails are open dawn to dusk every day.

Sarett Nature Center
2300 Benton Center Rd.

Benton Harbor, MI 49022                                  
Phone: (269) 927-4832

www.sarett.com


